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of Egypt, the author suggested two methods. In the first
place, the necessity for the products of Egypt itself might
be avoided by a policy which should aim at producing these
or their substitutes in territories under Christian rule in
the Mediterranean. Some of these articles, such as cotton
which was grown in Egypt on a small scale, could be ob-
tained from Cyprus, Rhodes, Crete, Sicily and Malta as well
as the countries of Armenia and Romania 'in bona quanti-
tateV Perhaps the only exception to this rule was flax
(Cassia fistula;, sold in abundance (in magna quantitate} at
the khans of Alexandria and Damietta and nowhere else
outside Egypt,2 In the second place, indispensable items
imported from India through Egypt might successfully be
deflected to the friendly Mongol Khanate of Persia and
overland to Christian Armenia3 whose defence against
Turkish and Egyptian incursions he supported vigorously
and on every possible occasion.
Marino Sanudo was not content to formulate his theories
in the Secreta and then to leave them at the mercy of com-
mittees* Throughout the whole of his life, he was an
active propagandist and no mere theorist* From the
beginning, he supported the bull of Nicholas IV* for-
bidding trade with the infidels; and Clement V's bull of
1308 for the same purpose was probably issued on the
advice of Sanudo5 as well as of Jacques de Molay, Grand-
Master of the Temple.0 When submitting the Secreta to
John XXII at Avignon on 24 September 1321, the author
expressed the wish that the committee appointed to examine
his work should be trustworthy and the Pope assured him
thereof,7 Two years passed and no action was forthcoming,
Sanudo therefore wrote a letter dated December 1323 to
the High Pontiff reminding him of the book previously
presented to his holiness*1* In 1325 he wrote a circular
1 Bongars, II, 24, 33; cf, Hcyd> II, 611-14,
* ib., II, 24-55 cf. Heyd, II, 602-3,
3 ib,> II, 23,                                                   4 vidt supra, Cap, IL
* Heyd, II, 27; Hodgson (Ptnice, 1204-1400), 321.
* viJt supra, 55.
7 Bongan, II, *; cf, Carew Hazlitt, II, 663.
* Epistok i, in Bongars, II, 289-90, dates the letter in 1324; Kuastmann,
736, and Magnocavallo, 108, correct this to 1323,